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RE: Social Media
Dear Parents and Carers,

As is common in year 5 and 6, we have recently had to deal with incidents of children using social media at home, making unkind comments and causing other children to be upset. Although we cover E-safety in school every year, we are not able to monitor and restrict what children do while they are at home. 
With that in mind, we would ask that all parents and carers remain vigilant about what social media children are using at home.

Here are some questions you might want to discuss with your child:

· Do they have social media accounts (facebook, Instagram, whatsapp, snapchat)?

· Who are they ‘friends’ with on different platforms?

· Who has access to their profiles and information?

· What happens if someone says something they don’t like via social media?

It should be remembered that certain sites should not be accessed by children of this age at all. For instance, Facebook state that you should be 13 to have an account and Whatsapp requires users to be 16 or over. There are very good reasons for this. 

Please take this opportunity to discuss social media with your child and ensure they are staying safe and responsible while online.
We appreciate that this is a difficult issue and that we don’t want to be policing children’s actions at all times, but please make sure your child is aware of the issues.

There are lots of websites available for guidance on using social media at home, such as https://www.internetmatters.org/advice/social-media/ and of course, you can always speak to a member of staff at school.

Thank you for your support in this matter.

Best regards,

Ms Sam Adcock
Invite, Include, Imagine, Inspire


[image: image1.jpg]