
Handwriting at St Peter’s CE Primary School 

Intent 

At St Peter’s CE Primary School, we recognise the importance of pupils developing handwriting that is legible, fluent and efficient. Secure 
handwriting skills enable pupils to communicate effectively, present their ideas confidently and achieve their full potential throughout their 
time in school and in later life. 

Implementation 

To ensure a consistent and progressive approach across the school, we follow the Nelson Handwriting Scheme from Reception to Year 6. This 
whole-school programme supports all pupils in developing a confident, legible and personal handwriting style that meets and exceeds national 
curriculum expectations. The scheme provides structured progression, pattern practice, motor-skills development and engaging activities that 
bring handwriting to life. 

Children receive explicit handwriting teaching three times per week. Handwriting is consistently modelled by teachers starting in Reception, 
and pupils record outcomes in their handwriting books. In Reception and Year 1, children use activity sheets from the Nelson workbooks, with 
patterns and pre-writing activities used to support letter formation, early joining and fine-motor development. 

High expectations for handwriting and presentation are shared with pupils and referenced in lesson success criteria. A high standard of 
presentation is expected in all written work across the wider curriculum. 

Pen Licence Policy (please see separate policy) 

• All pupils are encouraged to work towards earning a Pen Licence. 
• Pupils generally begin working towards this from Year 2 onwards, depending on individual readiness. 
• Pupils may earn a pen licence once they demonstrate consistent neatness, fluency and accuracy in their handwriting across all subjects. 
• Teachers assess eligibility based on sustained presentation, correct letter formation and accuracy in joins. 
• Pen licences are awarded during class or celebration assemblies (depending on your school approach). 
• Pupils with a pen licence use pen for all written work except in maths, where pencil continues to be used. 



• If handwriting standards decline, teachers may require pupils to return to pencil until improvements are made consistently. 
• Black Berol Handwriting Pen (school-issued or approved equivalent).  
• No biro, gel pen, rollerball, or coloured pen should be used.  
• Pens must be looked after carefully and replaced when necessary 

 

Teaching and Learning 

We view handwriting as a developmental process that progresses through distinct stages -from readiness and early mark-making, to secure 
letter formation, accurate joins, fluency and higher-level presentation skills. A fluent, flexible and legible handwriting style allows pupils to 
write with accuracy, confidence and creativity. 

Pupils are taught to: 

• Develop fine-motor control 
• Adopt correct posture and paper position 
• Hold a pencil or pen using an effective grip 
• Write from left to right and top to bottom 
• Start and finish letters correctly 
• Form letters of consistent size and shape 
• Use correct handwriting terminology (e.g. ascenders) 
• Leave regular spaces between words 
• Form upper- and lower-case letters accurately 
• Join letters correctly 
• Adapt handwriting for different purposes 
• Present work neatly and clearly to aid communication 

Posture and Pencil grip 

General guidance: 



• Children write with a pencil (or pen once they have achieved a pen licence). 
• Pencils should be reasonably sharp. 
• A tripod grip is promoted as the most effective grip. 

Posture and Paper Position   

• Sit upright at a table, with both feet on the floor  

• Paper tilted slightly for a natural writing angle  

• Non-writing hand used to steady the page 

Right-handed pupils: 

• Hold the pencil lightly between thumb and forefinger, about 3cm from the tip. 
• Position the paper to the right, tilted slightly left. 
• Use the left hand to steady the paper. 

Left-handed pupils: 

• Hold lightly between thumb and forefinger, resting on the first knuckle of the middle finger. 
• Hold about 3cm from the tip. 
• Keep the hand below the writing line. 
• Tilt the paper slightly to the right (20–30°). 
• Use the right hand to steady the paper. 

Across the school, teachers model handwriting consistently. High expectations for presentation are maintained in all subjects. When pupils 
demonstrate sustained neatness and fluency, they may be awarded a pen licence (except in maths, where pencil use continues). 

Teachers follow the Nelson scheme appropriate to their year group. Pupils working below age-related expectations access materials from 
earlier units as needed. 



Assessment, Monitoring and Moderation 

In Reception, handwriting forms part of ongoing observational assessment. 
In Key Stage 1 and 2, handwriting contributes to pupils’ overall writing assessments. 

Equal Opportunities 

Every pupil has equal access to handwriting learning and support, regardless of gender, race, cultural background, or any physical, sensory or 
academic need. 

Inclusion 

Children with EAL 

Pupils with English as an additional language are encouraged and supported to make the same strong progress as their peers. Clear modelling 
of letter formation is essential to their success. 

Children with SEND 

Some pupils may need additional support with fine motor skills, grip, or letter formation. Teachers should liaise with the English subject leader 
and SENDCo to provide appropriate interventions, which may include: 

• Pencil grips or triangular pencils 
• Fine-motor skills interventions 
• Small-group handwriting support 
• Additional handwriting homework 

 

Writing Areas 



Each classroom has a designated writing area where children can practise and consolidate their handwriting and writing skills outside of 
dedicated English lessons. 

Role of the Subject Leader 

The subject leader is responsible for coordinating handwriting provision across the school to ensure consistency, progression and high 
standards. Key responsibilities include: 

• Monitoring handwriting in Phonics & English books 
• Reviewing application of handwriting in wider curriculum books 
• Supporting staff with professional development 
• Liaising with the SENDCo to provide appropriate support 
• Managing and organising handwriting resources 
• Keeping up to date with current approaches to handwriting instruction 

Our Expectations  

• Children should always take pride in the presentation of their written work.  

• Handwriting is taught regularly (at least 3x per week in KS1 and 2x per week in KS2).  

• Expectations around handwriting are consistent across the curriculum, not just in English. 
• Children in KS2 are expected to use joined writing in all subjects unless otherwise advised (e.g., SEND adaptation) 

Home 

At St Peter’s CE Primary School, we value strong home - school partnerships. Parents and carers will be encouraged to support their child with 
additional handwriting practice when needed to help them make the best possible progress. 

 

 

 



Handwriting knowledge and Skills Progression Grid 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 


