
  

Phonics Overview 2023.2024 
Progression Phases across EYFS  & KS1 

Scheme: Little Wandle: Letters and Sounds Revised A fully 
systematic synthetic Phonics programme with fully decodable 

‘Little Wandle’ books to support the children’s progression with 
decoding and blending, enabling them to become confident and 

fluent readers. 

This programme overview shows the progression of GPCs and tricky words that we teach term-by-term. The 
progression has been organised so that children are taught from the simple to more complex GPCs, as well as 
considering the frequency of their occurrence in the most commonly encountered words. All the graphemes 
taught are practised in words, sentences, and later on, in fully decodable books. Children review and revise 
GPCs and words, daily, weekly and across terms and years, in order to move this knowledge into their long-

term memory. Children need to learn to read as quickly as reasonably possible, so they can move from learning 
to read, to reading to learn, giving them access to the treasure house of reading. Our expectations of 

progression are aspirational yet achievable if schools maintain pace, practice and participation by all children. 
Children who are not keeping-up with their peers should be given additional practice immediately through 

keep-up sessions. 
Year group Autumn Term Spring Term Summer term 
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Year 2 
 
 
 
 

During the first full week, administer ‘Little 
Wandle’ assessments to identify gaps. Children 
identified as working below Phase 5 will have 
additional ‘keep up’ decoding and blending 
sessions reads (taught either in 1:1 or group 
practice sessions), Precision Monitoring and  
Addition 
 
The Little Wandle Spelling programme begins 
with a five-week review of Phase 5. The Bridge 
to spelling teaches children how to ‘think about 
spelling’. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Once children are secure in Phase 5, they are ready 
to move on to the Year 2 Spelling units. The Spelling 
units follow the familiar structure of Little Wandle 
phonics lessons, supporting children to make links to 
their phonics learning. Little Wandle Spelling teaches 
children to consider etymology, morphology and 
grammar when spelling new words. The programme 
provides full coverage of National Curriculum 
spelling requirements. 
 

 

Assessment 
Reception 

• Little Wandle Assessments to begin in the Autumn term after the first 5 weeks of Phase 2 teaching has taken place. These assessments are carried out to 
inform teaching and to ensure that every child has secured the learning during the term.  

• Phase 2 and 3 assessments will then be carried out every 5 weeks (at the end of each half term) to identify gaps and administer additional ‘keep up’ 
decoding and blending sessions 

Assessment  
Year 1 

• Little Wandle: Letters and Sounds Revised Assessments at the beginning of the Autumn term to assess starting point and implement any keep up groups 
for children falling behind. 



  

• Half termly throughout the year: Phase 4 and Phase 5 assessments every 5-6 weeks, these based on taught graphemes from the block of teaching that has 
just taken place, and a mix of previously taught graphemes  

• In the Summer term year 1 will carry out their phonics screening check  
Assessment  

Year 2 
Autumn Assessments:  

• At the end of Autumn 1 after the 5-week Phase 5 revision. Fluency assessments are carried out to ensure the children are reading at an accurate speed of 
90 words per minute. Those children who are not ready to exit the Little Wandle Programme will be identified and have daily rapid-catch up groups. 

Spring – Summer  

• Assessments carried out each half term for children identified in rapid catch up groups.  

• Spelling/SPAG 
 Children who are having ‘keep up’ sessions will be assessed each half term to ensure they are on track to making progress. *During the Spring Term the children 

will complete a Phonics Screening Practice paper to ensure any gaps are identified and targeted before the Screening takes place in June. Assessments will be 
analysed by the Phonics Lead and Class Teachers to ensure a programme of planned targeted support is available for the children.  
 

We use the assessments to ensure we are: 

• Always meeting the children’s needs. 

• Y1 Pupils are on track to pass the Phonics Screening Test  

• Y2 Pupils are on track and children in rapid-catch up are identified.  
Assessments will be a combination of: 

• GPC recognition  

• Pronunciation of the GPC’s  

• Decoding and blending to read words: CVC/CVCC, Polysyllabic, high frequency words and tricky words  

• Decoding and blending to read ‘alien’ words (Screening Test prep) 
 
 

Phonics Screening Test: 

• This is a national test which takes place in the Spring Term.  

• The Children are assessed on their ability to read a range of real and pseudo (alien) words that contain graphemes from Phases 2 to 5.  

• The children have been learning these skills during their Phonics lessons and the test, will essentially, be a revision of what the children have already been 
taught.  

• The test will be delivered by the Phonics Lead, on a 1:1 basis with each child. 
 

Our aim is for children to be competent in all aspects of Phonics, phases 2 – 5, by the time they leave KS1. If there are children who still require additional support 
in Phonics when they move into KS2 they will participate in interventions specific to their needs, ensuring any gaps in learning are targeted by revisiting ‘Little 
Wandle’ decoding and blending practice sessions along with other interventions suitable to the children’s needs, e.g. Lexia Reading Programme, 1:1 reading, 
Reading sessions, Precision monitoring 

 


