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- 4 Our blue planet

Coral reef city
What does the bottom

b of the sea look like? Underwater forests

F s Why is the sea important? The big blue

] 'J0 What lives beneath the waves? Dark and deep

y' 12 Plenty of fish in the sea What’s the catch?

14 What is the biggest fish in the sea? Too many boats, too few fish

" |B Scaly swimmers Changing seas

B Meet the mammals Plastic problems
Other curious creatures How can you help?
Make your own shopping bag

A wave of change
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WHAT DOES THE BOTTOM OF THE SEA LOOK LIKE? ‘

Far from being flat, the sea floor is actually similar to the landscape we see above
the waves. In the oceans, there are erupting volcanoes, deep trenches, and mountains
taller than Mount Everest, the highest peak on land.
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The sea is separated into four different zones:

SUNLIT ZONE - Many plants and sea creatures
need warmth and light from the Sun to survive, so
they live here, close to the surface.

| mmm ZONE - Very little sunlight reaches down into
wm:er below 200m (650@, so you won't find plants here.

- There are still ptentg of nals, however, and many swim
ailp to the sunlit zone at nlglgt tq*ﬁhd«;food




Some underwater volcanoes erupt and create mountains
so tall that they eventually become ISLANIDNS where
plants and animals can live.

After an underwater volcano has erupted,
cold seawater cools the lava, which hardens
into rocky lumps.These can be very big and

form underwater MOUNTAINS.







\CH

fishing

‘glow’’ on

:
to lure prey

big mouth.




CORAL REEF CITY

Coral can be found in the tropics,

. THE DAY SHIPT

where the seawater
coral provides
In the day, the coral reef residents
Q

underwater city,

clear. and shallow. Like buildings in an
homes for thousands of marine animals. Coral reefs are bursting sScifching for food while d :
with so much life that scientists are discovering new species of FRs " idas food for mzdgmg Preda
: NY coloyr
animals there all the time. as well as a place for them t::i l.

Somepnmtﬁsh feed on

WHAT IS CORAL?

While it might look like a plant, coral
is actually made up of lots of tiny
animals called polyps.
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Polyps look like tiny
- anemones. Many of them

live close together and
ce each large, rocky
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Male adult angelfish
are cerritorial. Young
angetfish have different
colours and markings so
that the male adults
don't confuse them with
an adult rival who they
might chase away.




_UNDERWATER FORESTS k.

w waters. The kelp creates -

elp forests can be found in cool, shallo
tters dive and play.

owering habitat where seals hide and sea ©

- | WHAT IS KELP?
= is;ug:neaof-seaweed . It can
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WITHOUT OTTERS,

their main predator, s

urchins are without
© their numbers rise.




WHAT IS THE BIGGEST FISH IN THE SEA?
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but these huge SHARKS ore gentle giants.

Whole shark  Sharks don't have hard bones in their bodies. Insteqq,

have CARTILAGE, which is much lighter for

Most sharks have five pairs of BILLS bu
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after them on the ice.




