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Harold and his army march from
London to Stamford Bridge. The
Vikings are taken by surprise. A
fierce fight begins. Harald Hardrada
is killed. King Harold has won the
Battle of Stamford Bridge.

William tries a different tactic. His

men attack the shield wall, but then
pretend to feel defeated and run away.
Some of Harold’s army run after the
Normans to attack them. Gaps begin
to appear in the shield wall.

King Harold thinks that William
will attack first. He waits for him
on the south coast of England.

Harold’s army positions itself on the
top of a hill near the town of
Hastings, and makes a shield wall.
William'’s soldiers attack but cannot
do much damage or break the shield
wall.

However, Harald
Hardrada has sailed
from Norway and
landed on the
north-east coast.
He captures York
and camps in
Stamford Bridge.

The Battles for
the Throne

Harold Godwinson
is crowned King of
England.

Harald Hardrada
and William, Duke
of Normandy are not happy about
this and each decide to invade
England and take the throne for
themselves.

By the afternoon, the shield wall has
broken down and King Harold is
fighting on foot alongside his men. An
arrow pierces his eye and he is killed.
William, Duke of Normandy has won
the Battle of Hastings.

Four days later, King Harold hears
the news that William and his army
have landed in the

south of England

in Pevensey Bay.

He and his tired

army have to

march all the way

back to defend

England from this

Norman invasion.
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William, Duke of Harold
Harald Hardrada
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The Norman Conquest

Question Sheet

In groups of three, take it in turns to be either King Harold I, Harald Hardrada,
or William, Duke of Normandy. Answer the questions for each man in character,
giving as much detail as you can. Use the Feelings Bank to help you.

William, Duke of Normandy

King Harold

Harald Hardrada

e How did you feel
when you landed in .
Pevensey Bay?

e How did you feel
when you saw King
Harold and his army .
on Senlac Hill?

e How did you feel
when you could not °
break the shield wall?

e How did you feel
when you knew King
Harold was dead and
you had won the
Battle of Hastings?

England?

How did you feel
when you heard that
Harald Hardrada had
captured York?

How did you feel after
the Battle of Stamford
Bridge?

How did you feel
when you heard that
William had landed in
Pevensey?

Why did you choose
Senlac Hill as your
position?

How did you feel
when your shield wall
began to break down?

e  What made you « How did you feel What made you
decide to invade when you were decide to invade
England? crowned King of England?

How did you feel
when you had
captured the city of
York?

How did you feel
when you saw King
Harold and his army
coming towards you?

How did you feel
during the Battle of
Stamford Bridge?

Did you think you
would win?

Can you think of some of your own questions?

Feelings Bank

dismayed annoyed worried positive uneasy
apprehensive victorious frustrated tense enthusiastic
confident unlucky restless hopeful furious
strong angry nervous exhausted surprised
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1 The Battles for Harold Godwinson
is crowned King of
the Throne

England.

Harald Hardrada
and William, Duke
of Normandy are not happy about
this and each decide to invade
England and take the throne for
themselves.

4_ Harold and his army march from
London to Stamford Bridge. The
Vikings are taken by surprise. A
fierce fight begins. Harald Hardrada
is killed. King Harold has won the
Battle of Stamford Bridge.

3 King Harold thinks that William
will attack first. He waits for him
on the south coast of England.

However, Harald
Hardrada has sailed
from Norway and
landed on the
north-east coast.
He captures York
and camps in
Stamford Bridge.

5 |rour days later, King Harold hears 6 Harold's army positions itself on the
the news that William and his army top of a hill near the town of

have landed in the Hastings, and makes a shield wall.
south of England William's soldiers attack but cannot
in Pevensey Bay. do much damage or break the shield

§ He and his tired § wall.
‘ army have to i
: march all the way :
back to defend
: England from this 5
: Norman invasion. i
7 8 By the afternoon, the shield wall has
broken down and King Harold is

] . fighting on foot alongside his men. An
] : arrow pierces his eye and he is killed.

: : William, Duke of Normandy has won

] ' the Battle of Hastings.

: William tries a different tactic. His :
: men attack the shield wall, but then ;

pretend to feel defeated and run away.
Some of Harold’s army run after the
Normans to attack them. Gaps begin
to appear in the shield wall.
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